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6. DELAYING TACTICS/STALLING FOR TIME 

There will be times in the exam where you don't have anything to say right away. You need a second to think, but you want to avoid dead air. So you need to 

'buy time' with phrases such as these: 

 Well, now, let me see 

 Let me think ... 

 Oh, what a great question! 

 Well that’s something I’ve never really thought about but, on reflection, I’d say that... 

 

7. IF YOU NEED TO INTERRUPT 

 

If your partner talks a bit too long, it's okay for you to politely stop the flow of words. 

 

 Can I add something here? 

 Is it okay if I jump in for a second? 

 If I might add something... 

 Can I throw my two cents in? 

 Sorry to interrupt, but... 
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

Q - What if I don't understand something the examiner says to me? 

A - You can ask them to repeat it. You can even ask them to explain a 

word if you don't understand it. If you do that 6 or 7 times they might 

think your English is not so good, but if you do it once that's totally okay. 

Q - What is an interlocutor?  

A - That's the examiner. 

Q - Do I need to have a British accent? Cambridge is in Britain, 

right? 

A - Cambridge is in Britain but an American accent is just fine. ANY 

accent is fine as long as you speak clearly and your words are 

understandable. 


